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Life on Bikes

‘Help! Cops 
saw me 

pulling two 
wheelies’
I have just received papers 
telling me I must appear in 
court for not being in proper 
control and driving without due 
care and attention. I was seen 
by a police officer performing 
two wheelies on the same 
stretch of road. I was not 
stopped and reported at the 
time and I did I know he was 
there. The summons refers to 
two counts of each offence, 
presumably one for each 
wheelie. Is there anything I can 
do to get off this or if not, as I 
suspect, to reduce the penalty?
Jacob, email

A
You are lucky to only be 
charged with driving 
without due care and 

attention, otherwise known as 
careless driving. Within the 
Crown Prosecutors’ manual a 
wheelie is a specific example of 
dangerous driving. This is a 
more serious offence with 
which they could have charged 
you and the consequences 
could have been severe.  

I take it that you agree you 

performed the wheelies and 
if so an early guilty plea may 
reduce the penalty. You could 
also try to persuade them that 
you will plead guilty to just one 
of the offences as they were so 
close in time it is arguable they 
constituted the same act. This 
is known as a “same occasion 
offence”. This defence can be 
found at Section 28 of the Road 
Traffic Offenders Act 1988. The 
court may or may not agree 
with you but it is definitely 
worth a try.

Andrew Campbell
Solicitor and author of the MCN Law  

column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk 

or call 01446 794169

Your tricky legal  
questions answered

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

Q

‘An early guilty 
plea may help 
reduce your 
sentence’

McPINT
TT LEGEND jOHN mcguinness in mcn every week

Editorial
Editor Richard Newland, 01733-468447, 
richard.newland@motorcyclenews.com
Deputy Editor Emma Franklin,  
01733-468084, emma.franklin@
motorcyclenews.com
Office Manager Alison Silcox, 
01733-468025  alison.silcox@
motorcyclenews.com

sport & Features
Editor Michael Guy, 01733-468883
michael.guy@motorcyclenews.com
Sports Reporter Josh Close
josh.close@motorcyclenews.com

Consumer 
Reporter Apply now – to Alison Silcox

 

Bikes
Director of Content Andy Calton  
Chief Road Tester  
Michael Neeves, 01733-468010
Deputy Editor, Bauer Motorcycling 
Mike Armitage, 01733-468031
Deputy Editor, Bauer Motorcycling 
Martin Fitz-Gibbons, 01733-468091
Senior Writer  Chris Dabbs 
chris.dabbs@motorcyclenews.com 

news
News Editor Jordan Gibbons,   
01733-468011, jordan.gibbons@
motorcyclenews.com
Senior Writer  Dan Sutherland,  
dan.sutherland@motorcyclenews.com
Staff Writer  Ben Clarke, 
ben.clarke@motorcyclenews.com 

 

PRODUCTION
Senior Production Editor  
Simon Brown
ART
Senior Art Editor Nick Lemon 
Senior Designer Simon Relph 
Senior Designer Lee Laughton  

motorcyclenews.com
Online Editor Gareth Evans

ADVERTISING
Group Commercial Director  
Gareth Ashman, 01733-366444
Head of Online Advertising  
Rob Fairburn, 01733-366455
Key Accounts Shaun Collin, 
 01733-366453

 

Dealer team  
Phil Martin, 01733-366368 
Luke Want, 01733 366419
Tommy Holt, 01733 486386
Motorcycling Account Manager 
Samantha Creedon-Gray,  01733 366406
MCN Classified  
Sarah Frisby, 01733 366323  

Marketing Manager Sarah Norman

PUBLISHING
MD, Motorcycling Rob Aherne
Editorial Director June Smith-Sheppard
H Bauer Publishing
CEO of Bauer Publishing UK   
Rob Munro-Hall
Chief Financial Officer Bauer 

Magazine Media Lisa Hayden  
H Bauer Publishing, company number 
LP003328,  Academic House,  24-28 Oval 
Road, London NW1 7DT 

Subscription Queries
To contact us about subscription orders, 
renewals, missing issues or any other 
subscription queries please email
bauer@subscription.co.uk or call our UK 
number on 01858 438884, for overseas 
call +44 1858 438884.
To manage your account online visit www.
greatmagazines.co.uk/solo
 Back Issues
To order back issue please call our UK 
Number on 01858 438884, for overseas 
+44 1858 438884.
Syndecation  
syndication@bauermedia.co.uk 

No part of the magazine maybe reproduced in any 
form in whole or in part, without prior permission of 
the publisher. All material published remains the 
copyright of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd. We reserve 
the right to edit letters, copy or images submitted to 
the magazine without further consent. The 
submission of material to Bauer Media whether 
unsolicited or requested, is taken as permission to 
publish in the magazine, including any licensed 
editions throughout the world. Any fees paid in the UK 
include remuneration for other licensed editions.

We cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
manuscripts, images or materials lost or damaged in 
the post. While every reasonable care is taken to 
ensure accuracy, the publisher is not responsible for 
errors or omissions nor do we accept any liability for 
loss or damage, resulting from use in the paper.

Bauer Consumer Media Limited is a member of the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (www.
ipso.co.uk) and tries to respond to and resolve 
concerns quickly. Our Editorial Complaints Policy 
(including details of how to contact us about editorial 

complaints and IPSO’s contact details) can be found 
at www.bauermediacomplaints.co.uk. Our email 
address for editorial complaints covered by the 
Editorial Complaints Policy is complaints@
bauermedia.co.uk.  
H Bauer Publishing and Bauer Consumer Media Ltd 
are authorised and regulated by the FCA (Ref No. 
845898) and (Ref No. 710067). H Bauer Publishing is a 
company registered in England and Wales with 
company number LP003328, registered address 
Academic House, 24-28 Oval Road, London, NW1 7DT. 
VAT no 918 5617 01. MCN, ISSN 0027-1853, (USPS 
8970) is published weekly by Bauer Consumer Media 
Ltd, Media House, Lynch Wood, PE2 6EA, UK. US 
annual sub is $245.58. Airfreight and mailing in the 
USA by agent WN Shipping USA, 156-15, 146th Avenue, 
2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434, USA. Periodicals 
postage paid at Jamaica NY 11431. US Postmaster: 
Send address changes to MCN, WN Shipping USA, 
156-15, 146th Avenue, 2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434, 
USA. Subs records at Bauer Media, Subscriptions, 
CDS Global, Tower House, Lathkill Street, Market 
Harborough, LE16 9EF, UK. Air Business Ltd is acting 
as our mailing agent.

Kawasaki GPZ500S
Me on my first big bike, a GPZ500S in December 1989. Eric Langstaff

Honda CJ125
On my first bike in 1976, a Honda CJ125. Still riding my Honda 
CB750 I bought in 1981 and a Street Triple. George Munro

This was dragged out of a hedge on the farm where I was living. It was 
perfect for going up and down the track to my house. Kathy Horniblow

Bultaco 350

In 1971 aged 16 I was travelling by bus/train/foot so nagged my 
parents into letting me have a motorcycle. Alfonso Lygo

Yamaha YAS1

A proud 16-year-old in 1979 with my new Suzuki GT50. I now ride  

a Triumph Speed Triple which is white too! Trevor Gynn

My late father Terry and mum Janet on what I think is a BSA.  
It got an outfit bolted on when I arrived! Mark Robinson

BSA

This beauty was my first big bike after passing my test in 1989.  
I am still riding but now on a Ducati 1198. Darren Howell

first 
bike

you never  
forget your

A blast down memory lane
Send your first bike pics to:  

yourpics@motorcyclenews.com

Nice bike shame about the purple chords and white kickers! Simon Barton

Kawasaki GPZ

Yamaha RD350YPVS

Ask McGuinness
Could 
you do 
the TT all 
on the  
left side?
Simon Jackson 
Good question. I’ve done 100mph with 
a pillion, but I don’t think you could do a 
100mph lap without using all the road. 
It would be really hard because of all 
the laps I’ve done using all the road.

Send your questions to 
AskMcPint@motorcyclenews.

com. Don’t expect a serious answer.
NEXT WEEK More wisdom from the FAST man from Morecambe @

McGuinness says the action won’t feel right without the fans

‘Racing but not 
as we know it…’
I

’ve been looking at all the 
racing calendars now that 
they’ve been confirmed – 
and it’s going to be busy. 
Busier than I expected as it 

looks like once MotoGP starts 
we’ll have racing every weekend 
into November. It’s going to 
be a blur and it’s going to be a 
bizarre year as to start with at 
least there will be no fans and 
even on pitlane there will be a 
lot less people, so there’ll be 
no atmosphere. Look at the first 
MotoAmerica race with no fans, 
it was embarrassing.

People are saying that from 
a pure racing point of view 

it doesn’t matter if there are 
spectators, but I like the fans 
being there. I like the buzz of 
riding in front of people who 
enjoy and appreciate what we’re 
doing. Saying that, I’ve done 
it before when I went to Qatar 
for World Endurance. It’s a 
world championship but there 
were about four people there 
watching! I suppose when you’re 
actually riding around it doesn’t 
matter so much, but you need 
the camaraderie and if you’re 
not allowed to go from garage to 
garage it’s going to be dull. 

Right now there are still a lot 
of unanswered questions. Will 

you be able to take a tent or your 
camper to the race? Will I be able 
to take my wife and kids? Also, 
half the paddock stay in hotels, 
so how is that going to work? 
We’ve got the dates which is a 
good start but logistically it still 
feels like we’re a way off. 

I know the number of rounds 
has been reduced but the British 
Supercup in the 1990s was 
only six rounds. This year we’ll 
have 18 races to decide the 
championship and whoever has 
the most points at the end of that 
is champion – end of. And 13 
MotoGP races is enough to call it 
a world championship.

‘I like the fans 
being there.  
I like the buzz 
of the crowd’

We’ll be swapping the podium fizz for 
hand sanitiser and social distancing

Moments like these 
just won’t be possible 
and we’ll miss them

Suzuki GT50
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