
THIS WEEK

TT CANCELLED TURN TO PAGE 70 FOR THE FULL STORY AND REACTION

No part of the magazine maybe reproduced in any form in 
whole or in part, without prior permission of the publisher. 
All material published remains the copyright of Bauer 
Consumer Media Ltd. We reserve the right to edit letters, 
copy or images submitted to the magazine without further 
consent. The submission of material to Bauer Media 
whether unsolicited or requested, is taken as permission to 
publish in the magazine, including any licensed editions 
throughout the world. Any fees paid in the UK include 
remuneration for other licensed editions.

We cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
manuscripts, images or materials lost or damaged in the 
post. While every reasonable care is taken to ensure 
accuracy, the publisher is not responsible for errors or 
omissions nor do we accept any liability for loss or damage, 
resulting from use in the paper.

Bauer Consumer Media Limited is a member of the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (www.ipso.co.
uk) and tries to respond to and resolve concerns quickly. Our 
Editorial Complaints Policy (including details of how to 

contact us about editorial complaints and IPSO’s contact 
details) can be found at www.bauermediacomplaints.co.uk. 
Our email for editorial complaints covered by the Editorial 
Complaints Policy is complaints @bauermedia.co.uk.  
H Bauer Publishing and Bauer Consumer Media Ltd are 
authorised and regulated by the FCA (Ref No. 845898) and 
(Ref No. 710067). H Bauer Publishing is a company registered 
in England and Wales with company number LP003328, 
registered address Academic House, 24-28 Oval Road, 
London, NW1 7DT. VAT no 918 5617 01. MCN, ISSN 0027-1853 
(USPS 8970) is published weekly by H Bauer Publishing Ltd, 
Media House, Lynch Wood, Peterborough, PE2 6EA, United 
Kingdom. The US annual subscription price is $238.88. 
Airfreight and mailing in the USA by agent named World 
Container Inc, 150-15, 183rd Street, Jamaica, NY 11413, USA.
Periodicals postage paid at Brooklyn, NY 11256. US 
Postmaster: Send address changes to MCN, World 
Container Inc, 150-15, 183rd Street, Jamaica, NY 11413, USA. 
Subs records are maintained at Bauer Media, Subscriptions, 
CDS Global, Tower House, Sovereign Park, Lathkill Street, 
Market Harborough, Leicester LE16 9EF, United Kingdom. Air 
Business Ltd is acting as our mailing agent.

EDITORIAL
Editor Richard Newland, 01733-468447, 
richard.newland@motorcyclenews.com
Deputy Editor Emma Franklin, 01733-468084, 
emma.franklin@motorcyclenews.com
Office Manager Alison Silcox, 01733-468025  
alison.silcox@motorcyclenews.com

SPORT & FEATURES
Editor Michael Guy, 01733-468883
michael.guy@motorcyclenews.com
Sports Reporter Josh Close
josh.close@motorcyclenews.com

CONSUMER 
Reporter Apply now – to Alison Silcox

BIKES
Director of Content Andy Calton 
Chief Road Tester Michael Neeves, 01733-468010
Deputy Editor, Bauer Motorcycling 
Mike Armitage, 01733-468031

Deputy Editor, Bauer Motorcycling 
Martin Fitz-Gibbons, 01733-468091
Senior Writer  Chris Dabbs 
chris.dabbs@motorcyclenews.com 

NEWS
News Editor Jordan Gibbons,  01733-468011, 
jordan.gibbons@motorcyclenews.com
Senior Writer  Dan Sutherland,  
dan.sutherland@motorcyclenews.com
Staff Writer  Ben Clarke, 
ben.clarke@motorcyclenews.com

PRODUCTION
Senior Production Editor Simon Brown

ART
Senior Art Editor Nick Lemon 
Senior Designer Simon Relph 
Senior Designer Lee Laughton 
MOTORCYCLENEWS.COM
Online Editor Gareth Evans

ADVERTISING
Group Commercial Director  
Gareth Ashman, 01733-366444
Head of Online Advertising  
Rob Fairburn, 01733-366455
Key Accounts Shaun Collin, 01733-366453
Dealer team  
Phil Martin, 01733-366368 
Luke Want, 01733 366419
Tommy Holt,  01733 486386
Motorcycling Account Manager 
Samantha Creedon-Gray,  01733366406
MCN Classified  Sarah Frisby, 01733 366323  

Marketing Manager Sarah Norman

PUBLISHING
Acting Publisher Rachael Beesley 
Managing Director Niall Clarkson
Editorial Director June Smith-Sheppard

H BAUER PUBLISHING
President of Global Publishing  Rob Munro-Hall
CEO of Bauer Publishing UK  Chris Duncan
Chief Financial Officer Bauer  
Magazine Media Lisa Hayden  
H Bauer Publishing, company number LP003328,  
Academic House,  24-28 Oval Road, London NW1 7DT
 
BACK ISSUES
To order back issue please call our UK Number on 
01858 438884, for overseas +44 1858 438884.

SUBSCRIPTION QUERIES

To contact us about subscription orders, renewals, 
missing issues or any other subscription queries 
please email bauer@subscription.co.uk or call our
To manage your account online visit  
www.greatmagazines.co.uk/solo

Syndication syndication@bauermedia.co.uk

Motorcycle News,
Media House, Lynchwood, 
Peterborough, PE2 6EA

How to get 
in touch UK number 01858 438884

Overseas call +44 1858 438884

 65 YEARS OF MCN  December 2  2020  |  2726  | December 2 2020  www.motorcyclenews.com

If the Classic TT happens you can be 
sure McGuinness will be in action
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Saw this Honda before I’d even passed my test so had to ask a mate  
to ride it home for me. Just love that thing. Bob Burton

Not my first bike, but an engineering marvel... Thanks Mr Honda! 40 
years later I’m still riding bikes, imprinted in my DNA. Geoff Hughes

This was my first big bike, a CB900FA. I loved it and it had a wicked noisy pipe 
too which was a definite bonus. Happy days. Gaz Hindson

Here is my brother Steve getting a taste for biking on our 
late father’s Francis Barnett 1957. Dave Boucher

My first big bike after passing my A2 bike test at the first 
attempt. Meet my Honda CBR500R. Becca Risebrow 

I got my first road bike at 56 and was absolutely hooked. 
This was on rideout at Ribblehead Viaduct. Allan Rogers

Cameron Breedon looking pretty pleased with himself on his 
first bike when he was four years old in 2010. Carl Breedon

FIRST 
BIKE

YOU NEVER  
FORGET YOUR

A blast down memory lane
Send your first bike pics to:  

yourpics@motorcyclenews.comMe back in 1977. Had to change the ape hangers for ‘Z’ bars, hence 
the overly long clutch and brake cables. John McKee 

HONDA SUPER BLACKBIRD HONDA CBX1000 FRANCIS BARNETT

HONDA CBR500R

TRIUMPH TIGER 800
BETA 50

TRIUMPH 3TA

HONDA CB900FA

‘This has knocked 
me off my feet…’

McPINT
TT Legend John McGuinness in mcn every week

I
’m shocked. Right up until 
the announcement I was 
expecting the TT would be 
postponed until August, not 
cancelled. It’s knocked me 

off my feet to be honest.
My phone has been flat out 

with people wanting me to say I’m 
going to retire, but I don’t want to 
retire. The way I’m looking at it, 
is there are 541 days until the TT 
– it’s like being in prison counting 
down the days!

For riders just starting their 
journey it doesn’t matter so much, 
but I’m 48. Me, Rutter and Anstey 

are at the end. There has to be 
a cut-off point where you can 
no longer be competitive, but I 
had a good chat to Pete Extance 
(Bournemouth Kawasaki) and 
while he and his team are gutted 
he’s still so positive about me 
riding his bike. I pointed out the 
fact that things change in racing 
and we don’t know where we’re 
all going to be in January 2022. 

I said to Pete that if there is a 
top rider available at that time I 
won’t be offended if he talks to 
them and does a deal because 
that’s life, that’s business, that’s 
racing. If a top guy is available he 
should grab them. He appreciated 

It’s going to be a long 
winter with no TT to 
look forward to

McGuinness is devastated that the TT has fallen victim to Covid

‘Am I to blame 
for this crash?’

I was riding my Suzuki Hayabusa 
in May when I was involved in 
an accident. The police report 
finally arrived a month ago and 
my solicitors have said that the 
likely liability bracket is between 
0% and 100%. This does not fill 
me with confidence that they 
know what they are doing. The 
circumstances were that I was 
following two cars for some time, 
then the road straightened so I 
went to overtake them both but 
just as I set off, the car in front of 
me also went for the overtake and 
I went into the back of it. How can 
this be my fault as I was already 
committed to the overtake?
Dave G, email 

Fault for this accident, 
or whether you were 
both partly at fault, will 

depend on a number of factors. 
Was the driver in front aware of 
your presence behind him and 
for how long was he aware? This 
could lead to a finding that it was 
reasonably foreseeable that you 

were likely to overtake. Did the 
other car driver indicate or use his 
mirrors before his manoeuvre? 
Did you go for it at the same 
time, but with your acceleration 
much greater than the car’s? 
Was it simply just an unfortunate 
‘accident’? Could you be criticised 
for not realising that the car was 
likely to want to overtake also and 
for trying to overtake two vehicles 
at a time? 

These are all questions that 
may be cleared up using witness 
evidence but this is likely to be a 
case of shared blame. 

Andrew Campbell
Solicitor and author of the MCN Law  

column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk 

or call 01446 794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

Your tricky legal  
questions answered
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‘Was the driver 
aware that you 
were behind him?’

that, but he also said there will be 
a bike there for me.

So as long as my arse points 
to the ground and I’m able to do 
it, I will go down Bray Hill again. 
The last TT I did I didn’t cross the 
finish line and there is no way I’m 
ending my TT career like that. It’s 
going to be tough though, I missed 
2017 and 2018, then 2019 was 
disastrous, I missed 2020 due to 
the coronavirus pandemic so to 
not get to race in 2021…

I’m not one for looking at stats 
but I’ve done 99 TT starts – I’ve 
just got to make it to 100. 

‘It’s like being in 
prison counting 
down the 541 
days until the TT’

ASK McGUINNESS

LAW

Send your questions to 
AskMcPint@motorcyclenews.

com. Don’t expect a serious answer.

@

Will you still race 
the Classic TT
John Shayler
Well if it happens 
I’ll be there. I 
love the classic, 
you get to ride 
great bikes and 
there’s a lot less 
pressure.
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