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My Mutt Mongrel 125 frombackin 2017.1loved it butam now on
my third (much bigger) bike. Courtney Buckingham

My Lightning in1968-my first big bike after passing my test. Still
riding onaMultistrada, can't see me ever stopping. Merv James
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My first bike was this BSA in 1971 featuring my girlfriend (now my
wife). Inowride a Ducati SuperSport S and aVFR800. Colin Rowley

Not myfirst motorcycle as such but this was my first two-stroke in 1985.
Not quite standard as you can see, but very quick. Chris Jackson
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YAMAHA RD350 LC

YOUNEVER
FORGET YOUR

FIRST

BIKE

Ablast downmemorylane

Send your first bike pics to:
yourpics@motorcyclenews.com
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My ‘first’' new bike in1976. My son on the pillion nowrides
aStreet Triple 765 and I ride a Tiger 800. Vic Hill

Learning toride has helped get me towork during
lockdown. Iwish I'd started 15 years ago! Jeff Smith

Herelamin1981on my brilliant Honda SS50 with Kipper, our
Manx cat. | nowride aKawasakiZ900. Richard Bentham

Me onmyveryfirstbikein1963,a150cc James Cadet. Look
atthesize of that front brake! David Maclannan
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Your tricky legal
questions answered

DVLAwantto
stopmeriding

I'm about to turn 70 and | have
sent all my documents to the
DVLA to renew my licence. |
have a car as well as my BMW
touring motorcycle. In 2016 | had
a pacemaker fitted that, along
with medication, has cured my
arrhythmia, but the DVLA now say
| am unfit to drive because of my
pacemaker. Can | appeal against
the decision? My licence has not
yet been removed - we are still
corresponding over it.

Chris, email

After having a pacemaker
u fitted you can start driving

again after one week
as long as you don't have any
symptoms (such as dizziness or
fainting) that would affect your
driving, you have regular check-
ups at the pacemaker clinic and
you haven't recently had a heart
attack or heart surgery. You must
also tell your insurer that you have
a pacemaker. If you drive a large or
passenger-carrying vehicle, you'll
have to wait six weeks after your

‘You can appeal
the DVLA decision
viaamagistrate’

pacemaker is fitted before driving.

If you disagree with the DVLA's
decision you must be able to
provide relevant information that
was not included in the original
assessment. You must also
include proof that you meet the
required standards for driving.

You can also appeal the final
decision if you contact your local
magistrate’s court within six
months. Therefore, | suggest you
provide the DVLA with supportive
letters from your GP and
cardiologist and if needs be follow
the appeal route.

Andrew Campbell

Solicitor and author of the MCN Law
column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk
or call 01446 794169

Bikelawyer

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

TT Legend John McGuinness MBE in MCN every week

McPINT

‘How do the guys
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survive Dakar?’

Like dodging bullets for 5000km. You just can'timagineit...

akar is insane. It's hard to
explain but the way they
ride, it's like they're being
chased by the police for
two weeks. The risks are
massive and they’re basically
dodging bullets for 5000km.
I'm gutted that our man Sam
Sunderland didn't win, but he
did an amazing job to get on the
podium in what was a hell of race.
There is no question that these
guys are the best in the world,
which is why it's a shame that as
a sport, rallies go under the radar
apart from those two weeks.

‘It's asurvival
thing. It's just
something that
can'tbebottled’

I'd love to be a fly on the wall
when they finish the last stage.
| can imagine it's like when you
cross the line of the Senior TT and
everything just runs out of you.

| try to compare the Dakar to
things I've done. Yes, you get tired
atthe TT, but it’s short bursts of
hell. Dakar is just relentless, day
after day after day...

Whether you're a motorbike
rider, an athlete or just a human
being, there are times in your life
when you just find something that
enables you to carry on. | don't
know where it comes from. A
magic pill? Something your body
releases? You just find it. It's like

-

when you do a World Endurance
race. You get up at 7am for warm-
up, start racing at 3pm and then
carry on for another 24 hours. You
should try it! Or just get up and do
nothing for 30 hours. Even sitting
on the sofa for 30 hours without
nodding off is impossible.

But when you're in arace and
it's the middle of the night you get
on it and you're gone — something
comes from within. That's the
only way | can understand what
they're going through at Dakar.

It's a survival thing. It's
something that can’t be bottled.

Guys like Sam have to dig deeper
than deep to make it through

NEXT WEEK MORE WISDOM FROM THE FAST MAN FROM MORECAMBE

Sam Sunderland
does battleinthe
sand. See p52-55

Would you like to
race Dakar one of

these days?

David McKay
won't lie, I've
definitely thought
about it, but I think
the dream of doing
itis very different
from the reality!

Send your questions to
AskMcPint@motorcyclenews.
com. Don't expect a serious answer.
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