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Life on Bikes

Ask McGuinness
What 
would 
you do to 
spice up 
MotoGP?
Craig Peters 
I’d run a handicap race so that Marquez 
has to start from the back row! But if 
you did that there would probably two 
or three lads sitting in the gravel by the 
time he’d made it through turn one!

Send your questions to 
AskMcPint@motorcyclenews.

com. Don’t expect a serious answer.
NEXT WEEK More wisdom from the FAST man from Morecambe

‘What a load 
of horse…’

When travelling through a 
nearby village I came to a sharp 
bend and there was horse 
manure in lumps and spread 
over the road where the cars 
had driven over it. After about 
another 200 yards the traffic 
was all stopped. There was 
a hunt going on with horses 
and dogs on the road so we 
had to wait until they were in 
the field. If I had fallen off my 
bike through sliding in horse 
manure, would I have been able 
to claim against the hunt? 
Phil Jones, Llantrisant

In order to bring a 
claim you would need 
to establish (i) that the 

hunt and its members owed 
you, as another road user, a 
duty of care; (ii) that by failing 
to clean up the mess, they 
breached that duty; (iii) that 
the breach caused you loss (i.e. 
injury, and/or damage to your 
vehicle); and (iv) that the loss 
caused was not too remote.

I think it would have been 
reasonably foreseeable that 
manure on a bend would 
cause a hazard to road users, 
in which case if you had fallen 

off I think that you would have 
a claim. I would expect the 
hunt’s insurers to try to contest 
the claim, probably on the 
basis that you couldn’t show 
it was definitely one of their 
horses that was responsible 
and even that this is a peril of 
countryside driving.

Unlike with dogs, there is no 
legal requirement for horse 
owners to clean up mess; 
however section 161 of the 
Highways Act 1980, makes it 
an offence to deposit anything 
on a highway which may injure 
or endanger other users. 

Andrew Campbell
Solicitor and author of the MCN Law  

column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk 

or call 01446 794169

Your tricky legal  
questions answered

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors
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‘The hunt may say 
you couldn’t prove 
it was their horse’
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When the helmet goes on, McPint says Redding is ready to fight

‘The joker? Scott  
is deadly serious’

McPINT
TT LEGEND jOHN mcguinness in mcn every week

Honda CBR125
My first little bike was a Honda CBR125 when I was learning and then my 
first big bike after my test was a Suzuki Bandit 650! Kirsty Roberts 

Suzuki Gladius
I learned on my Gladius fitted with a K-lever adaptation as  
I only have one hand and ride with a prosthetic arm. Since passing 
my test I have ridden to  Cornwall and France. Lizzie Southwick

Obviously it is important to look extra smart when  
you are out on your bike! Dragos Chitulescu

Suzuki SV650

Got my pride and joy brand new a week before my 17th birthday. 
Apologies for the mullet, but it was 1991! Nick Turner

Yamaha DT125R

I just passed my test this October and here I am feeling smug as  

a bug on my fantastic first bike. Patty Hunter

Triumph Street Twin

On my TRX back in 1999 at a Croft trackday. I would actually buy it back 
if I ever found it (seems it is still on the road). Graham Garvey

Yamaha TRX850

After having a Malaguti moped at 16 I moved onto this BSA Starfire.  
My current bike is a Triumph Thunderbird. Dave Walsh

first 
bike

you never  
forget your

A blast down memory lane
Send your first bike pics to:  

yourpics@motorcyclenews.com

Joshua Williams (eight). He raced in all the rounds of the Cool-FAB Racing 
championship 2019, AC40 Rookies (finished 6th in championship). Helen

minimoto

BSA Starfire
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S 
cott Redding has the 
potential to mix it up in 
World Superbikes. He’s 
dramatic to watch, 
just like his Ducati 

teammate Chaz Davies who’s 
backing it into every corner. 

But he’s got some big shoes 
to fill. When you follow him on 
Instagram he’s having a craic, 
messing about – but he came 
back to BSB and jammed it 
into them and now he’s off to 
the world championship. He 
comes across as a bit nuts, but 
I follow him pretty closely and I 
can see he’s got an edge to him. 
He comes across as a bit of a 

joker, but he’s deadly serious 
and you can see that he works 
really hard. When the helmet 
goes on he is fully prepared, 
he’s ready to fight. If you ended 
up outside a club having a bit of 
a scrap, you’d definitely want 
him in your corner! It’s a bit of a 
polar opposite to Jonathan Rea, 
Johnny is the ultimate pro, he’s 
immaculately turned out and 
says all the right things.

We need a bit of passion in our 
sport and we saw that with Scott 
when Andrew Irwin knocked him 
off in BSB. Scott lost his sh**! He 
was shouting and swearing at 
Irwin… and rightly so. 

I think we could do with some 
argy bargy in WSB, we need 
some controversy. A couple of 
years ago Johnny and Chaz had 
a ding dong and it got a bit shirty, 
but it needs that – it needs that 
heart-on-the-sleeve passion. 
Foggy always spiced it up and 
when Frankie Chili stormed into 
the press conference at Assen 
in his dressing gown wanting a 
boxing match with Carl… well 
that is what you want to see! 

I don’t want to see anyone get 
hurt, but when riders are really 
fighting for something they want 
badly enough there is always a 
chance of a dust up. 

‘I think we 
could do with 
some argy 
bargy in WSB’

Scott was crowned BSB king at the first 
time of asking, can he do that in WSB?

Redding won’t 
be taking any 
prisoners in WSB
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