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Life on Bikes

I
t’s been hard watching 
Lorenzo recently. Will he 
come back? Honestly, I 
don’t think he can. He’s lost 
that bit of killer instinct, 

which is what you need. But 
when you watch him now, it’s like 
he doesn’t really want it.

I hope I’m wrong because 
watching him on a bike is like 
poetry. He hits all the apexes, 
he’s so precise and he’s not leg 
trailing or backing it in – he’s 
an old-school, traditional fast 
f**ker, and during his career he’s 
taken things to the next level.

He’s won five world titles, 
including three in MotoGP, and 

he’s still the only man ever to 
beat Marquez to a title in the 
premier class. He’s definitely  
got the minerals.

But now he’s scratching his 
head, thinking ‘what have I got 
to do?’ He needs a re-boot and 
to start again. But the problem 
is that when you miss races all 
your rivals are out there on track, 
on fire, and then you’re expected 
to come back from an injury and 
drop straight back into it. 

People like Marquez are on 
the crest of a wave and Lorenzo 
is trying to paddle out and keeps 
getting slammed.

And now MotoGP is incredibly 

close, which really doesn’t 
help. If you’re one or two tenths 
a lap off, you’re nowhere. And 
that level of competitiveness, 
where the grid is separated by 
a second, was unheard of ten 
years ago. Now you could be 
riding an ‘uncompetitive’ Aprilia 
or KTM and be 18th. 

It’s easy to watch the riders at 
the back and think ‘look at that 
idiot’ but in reality they’re a few 
tenths off the greatest rider and 
bike in the world. All these guys 
are absolutely hanging out, but 
at the front there is currently 
one guy – Marquez – making 
everyone else look a bit average!

‘marquez is on 
the crest of a 
wave... jorge is 
paddling out’

Ask McGuinness
You’re good 
mates with 
Rutter. Would 
you ever ride 
for him in his team?
Dave Murphy

Funnily enough we’ve spoken about 
that over the years. Yeah, I think it 
could be good, my only reservation is 
whether actually being in the same 
team would affect our friendship. 

Send your questions to 
AskMcPint@motorcyclenews.

com. Don’t expect a serious answer.
NEXT WEEK More wisdom from the FAST man from Morecambe

‘What’s 
the law on 

taking pillions?’

What are the rules on carrying 
a passenger on my bike and 
is there an age limit on being 
a pillion passenger? I ask 
because my wife is showing an 
interest, as is my daughter!
Allen Tunnock, Bath

If you want to carry 
a passenger on your 
motorcycle, you must 

have a full licence for that class 
of motorcycle and the pillion 
must wear a legally-compliant 
helmet that fits properly. 

The pillion must also be 
capable of sitting astride a 
proper seat securely fixed to 
the motorcycle and be able to 
hold on effectively. Beyond this, 
the bike should be equipped 
with suitable footrests for the 
pillion’s feet and they should be 
able to reach them.

You need to make sure 
you are not exceeding the 
maximum weight for the 
motorcycle and that you 
comply with any adjustments 
that the manufacturer 
recommends in relation to 
carrying a pillion, such as 
increasing the pressure in the 
rear tyre. Also, do check that 
your insurance covers carrying 

a pillion passenger.
In the case of your daughter, 

although there is no minimum 
legal age for her to ride as 
a pillion, she must wear a 
suitable helmet, she must 
be able to sit astride the 
motorcycle’s seat with her feet 
on the footrests, and she must 
be able to hold on properly. 

It might also be a good idea 
to get an intercom radio system 
so you can hear each other over 
the noise of the bike.  

Andrew Campbell
Solicitor and author of the MCN Law  

column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk 

or call 01446 794169

Your tricky legal  
questions answered
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‘There is no legal 
minimum age for 
your daughter’
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Valencia 2015: Jorge in much happier 
times, tearing the grid a new one on the M1

McGuinness reckons the former world champ has lost his spark

‘Can Lorenzo come 
back? It’s doubtful’

McPint says Jorge 
needs to re-spark 
his killer instinct

McPINT
TT LEGEND jOHN mcguinness in mcn every week

Honda SS50
Here’s me on my Honda SS50. I actually got a Yamaha FS1-E at 16  
after blowing up this SS50 too many times. Mark Stanton

Suzuki GT750
My first big bike was this Suzuki GT750 (pictured here 
complete with a Griffin helmet) when I was 18. Des Connell

Here’s me on my 2001 R1. Not bad for a first bike. Jamie Hayes

Yamaha R1

Back in 1983 on my Honda MB-50 when I was 16... and oblivious  
to wearing safety gear other than a helmet. Andrea

Honda MB-5 

First day on my ’93 KR-1S C3. I kept it until 2012! Mark Macdonald
Kawasaki KR-1S

My first bike wasn’t  a 50cc, or a 70cc... it was this beast of a Honda 
C90: the full power hand-me-down from my father. Andy J

Honda C90 

Here’s me in 1982 giving it the beans on my KH250. It was great for traffic 
light burnouts, especially in the wet. Simon Pallister 

first 
bike

you never  
forget your

A blast down memory lane
Send your first bike pics to:  

yourpics@motorcyclenews.com

1991: We lived in the middle of nowhere and all my mates got 50s at 16, just so 
that we could get out. The shell suit was cool back then... Tim Bonham

Yamaha DT50

Kawasaki KH250

Editorial
Editor Richard Newland, 01733-468447, 
richard.newland@motorcyclenews.com
Deputy Editor Apply now to: 
richard.newland@motorcyclenews.com
Office Manager Alison Silcox, 
 01733-468025 
alison.silcox@motorcyclenews.com

sport & Features
Editor Michael Guy, 01733-468883
michael.guy@motorcyclenews.com
Sports Reporter Apply now to: 
michael.guy@motorcyclenews.com

Consumer 
Consumer Editor Emma Franklin 

emma.franklin@motorcyclenews.com

 

Bikes
Director of Content Andy Calton  
Chief Road Tester  
Michael Neeves, 01733-468010
Deputy Editor, Bauer Motorcycling 
Mike Armitage, 01733-468031
Deputy Editor, Bauer Motorcycling 
Martin Fitz-Gibbons, 01733-468091
Senior Writer  Chris Dabbs 
chris.dabbs@motorcyclenews.com 

news
News Editor Jordan Gibbons,   
01733-468011, jordan.gibbons@
motorcyclenews.com
Senior Writer  Dan Sutherland,  
dan.sutherland@motorcyclenews.com
Staff Writer  Ben Clarke, 
ben.clarke@motorcyclenews.com 

 

PRODUCTION
Senior Production Editor  
Simon Brown
ART
Senior Art Editor Nick Lemon 
Senior Designer Simon Relph 
Senior Designer Lee Laughton  

motorcyclenews.com
Online Editor Maria Martin
Acting Online Editor Gareth Evans

ADVERTISING
Group Commercial Director  
Gareth Ashman, 01733-366444
Head of Online Advertising  
Rob Fairburn, 01733-366455
Key Accounts Shaun Collin, 
 01733-366453
 

Dealer  team  
Phil Martin, 01733-366368 
Classified Events Exec 
Samantha Creedon-Gray,  01733-366406
Classified Products Exec  
Tommy Holt, 01733-363213  
MCN Services Max Garwood,  
01733 366405
Production  Chloe Martin,  01733 468675 
Marketing Manager Sarah Norman

PUBLISHING
MD, Motorcycling Rob Aherne
Editorial Director June Smith-Sheppard

H Bauer Publishing
CEO of Bauer Publishing UK   
Rob Munro-Hall
H Bauer Publishing, company number 

LP003328,  Academic House,  24-28 Oval 
Road, London NW1 7DT 

Subscription Queries
To contact us about subscription orders, 
renewals, missing issues or any other 
subscription queries please email
bauer@subscription.co.uk or call our UK 
number on 01858 438884, for overseas 
call +44 1858 438884.
To manage your account online visit www.
greatmagazines.co.uk/solo
 
Back Issues
To order back issue please call our UK 
Number on 01858 438884, for overseas 
+44 1858 438884.

MCN is published weekly by Bauer Consumer Media 
Ltd. No part of the magazine maybe reproduced in 
any form in whole or in part, without prior permission 
of the publisher. All material published remains the 
copyright of Bauer Consumer Media Ltd. We reserve 
the right to edit letters, copy or images submitted to 
the magazine without further consent. The 
submission of material to Bauer Media whether 
unsolicited or requested, is taken as permission to 
publish in the magazine, including any licensed 
editions throughout the world. Any fees paid in the UK 
include remuneration for any use in any other 
licensed editions.

We cannot accept responsibility for unsolicited 
manuscripts, images or materials lost or damaged in 
the post. While every reasonable care is taken to 
ensure accuracy, the publisher is not responsible for 
errors or omissions nor do we accept any liability for 
loss or damage, resulting from use in the paper.

Bauer Consumer Media Limited is a member of the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation (www.
ipso.co.uk) and tries to respond to and resolve 

concerns quickly. Our Editorial Complaints Policy 
(including details of how to contact us about editorial 
complaints and IPSO’s contact details) can be found 
at www.bauermediacomplaints.co.uk. Our email 
address for editorial complaints covered by the 
Editorial Complaints Policy is complaints@
bauermedia.co.uk. 

MCN, ISSN 0027-1853, (USPS 8970) is published 
weekly by Bauer Consumer Media Ltd, Media House, 
Peterborough Business Park, Lynch Wood, PE2 6EA, 
United Kingdom . The US annual subscription price is  
$233.25. Airfreight and mailing in the USA by agent 
named WN Shipping USA, 156-15, 146th Avenue, 2nd 
Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434, USA. Periodicals postage 
paid at Jamaica NY 11431. US Postmaster: Send 
address changes to [publication name], WN Shipping 
USA, 156-15, 146th Avenue, 2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 
11434, USA. Subscription records are maintained at 
Bauer Media, Subscriptions, CDS Global, Tower 
House, Sovereign Park, Lathkill Street, Market 
Harborough, Leicester LE16 9EF, United Kingdom.  
Air Business Ltd is acting as our mailing agent.

gold


 and


 
goose




SUBSCRIBEAND SAVE
SIGN UP NOW!

Full details see p30


