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Like father, like son… happy birthday

Bob Smith in action at Mallory

Murray was the real deal
I was very saddened to read of the 
sudden loss of the wonderful Neil 
Murray last week and send sincere 
condolences to his family. Neil’s 
column in MCN was one of the 
highlights each week and my son 
and I would always discuss the 
merits of his ‘Buy this now’ 
recommendations in a lively 
‘Hound or Holy’ debate! Regardless 
of where we ended up in the debate, 
Neil’s passion for bikes and ability to 
see merit in every model struck a 
chord in the hearts of most bikers. 
We all have favourite bikes and may 
even knock particular brands or 
styles, but at the end of the day 
every bike is still a bike and that’s 
what matters. 
Phil Barber, Wiltshire

We’ll miss you Neil
What a terrible shock when I turned 
to Neil Murray’s column for his 
usual insights only to find the sad 
news of his death. I looked forward 
every week to his pearls of wisdom, 
obviously garnered from many 
years of hard bargaining and deals, 
which, to his credit, he would 
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Would you buy  
vegan leathers?

NO 
I prefer the  

real deal

58% 

YES If they are tested for 
safety then no problem

42%

McPint’s 
mighty 
mural…
In reply to Graeme Martin’s 
star letter featuring a mural 
honouring the brilliant Beryl 
Swain and asking if John 
McGuinness has a mural (MCN 
Letters, July 28). He sure does! 
You’ll find it on the gable end of 
a barber’s shop in Morecambe 
and it is well worth a look while 
you wait for a haircut. Nice 
tribute to a great legend! 
Phil Matthews, email
Ed: Anyone else spotted 
murals in honour of our  
biking heroes?

readily admit didn’t always end in a 
profit! This is what made him a 
real-world bike lover, he would 
openly admit to sometimes buying 
with his heart not his head, and 
which of us have never done that? 
I’ll miss him.
Mark Rowlands, email

Starting them young…
We all know it is best to start them 
young! My son already has a healthy 
obsession with all things 
motorcycling – including my bike 
– so when it came to his second 

birthday I thought the best present 
would be a replica of daddy’s 
Yamaha MT-10. He already loves to 
check out MCN after I have read it – 
well he points at every picture and 
says ‘Bike!’. He’d love to see his face 
in his favourite paper. Happy 
second birthday son.
Matt Evans, email
Ed: To be honest, we just look at the 
pictures and shout ‘Bike!’ too, so he is 
in good company.

Bad case of rusty nuts
In reply to last week’s letter, titled 
‘Oh nuts!’, I had the exact same 
head-scratching question a few 
years back about the rusted 
corroded bolts on my boat’s 
outboard motor, and was 
contemplating exchanging them all 
for stainless steel items, but after 
looking into it, there is something 
called galvanic corrosion, where 
two different metals act like the 
cathode and anode of a battery. 
When wet, electrons pass from 
anode to cathode, in this case 
eroding the mild steel bolt, as it 
does so, if you had stainless it would 
work the other way round eroding 

the aluminium threads in the head. 
So short answer is it’s cheaper to 
buy and replace sacrificial bolts.
Darren Brown, email

Time for Bayliss junior?
What is going on with Josh Brookes? 
Last year he had problems with the 
new tyres but still managed to pull 
it out of the bag to be champ. As 
racers keep saying, you’re only as 
good as your last result, and at the 
moment it’s not good enough. 
Looking forward to next year, how 
about getting young Ollie Bayliss 
over here on a two-year deal, so he 
can learn the tracks and see if he has 
his old man’s talent. He’s already 
riding a Ducati in the Australian 
series. How about it Birdie? 
Nigel Roberts, email

Mistaken identity
The feature about racer and Honda 
dealer Bill Smith (Best of British, 
MCN July 28) has an incorrect 
picture on page 35. It is actually Bob 
Smith shown, not Bill Smith.
Tony Salt, email
Ed: Our apologies to the Smith family.

‘Can my ex stop 
pillion rides?’

I am divorced with a 16-year-old 
son. My ex-wife is accusing me 
of breaking the law by having my 
son ride pillion on the bike without 
her consent. She quotes an Act of 
Parliament on riding as a pillion 
passenger, claiming that not just 
one but both parents must give 
consent. I thought that while my 
son is with me then it was me that 
had and took the responsibility of 
care. Are you able to clarify and 
interpret the law? I don’t want to 
have to curtail an activity which 
we both share and enjoy. 
Name & address supplied

There is indeed a 
requirement for parental 
consent for carriage 

of children as passengers on 
motorcycles. The rule states that 
“no person under the age of 17 
may be carried on a motorcycle 
without the consent of a person 
having parental responsibility 
for that person… otherwise that 
person is committing an offence.” 

The rules specifically refer to 

the consent of “a” person. The 
rules do not refer to both parents 
having to give consent to the 
young person riding pillion. 

It is therefore my view that 
you do not need your ex-wife’s 
consent as you have parental 
responsibility for your child. 
However, your ex-wife is free to 
apply to the court for an injunction 
if she wishes to do so and then it 
would be for a judge to decide on 
the specific facts of the case, for 
example if there is any evidence 
of reckless riding which I am sure 
there is not. 

Andrew Campbell
Solicitor and author of the MCN Law  

column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk 

or call 01446 794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

Your tricky legal  
questions answered
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‘The rules do not 
need both parents 
to consent ’

LAW


