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Life on Bikes

KawasaKi aR125
Looking pleased as punch on brand-new Kawasaki 
AR125 in 1988. I loved that little stroker and wish  
that I still had it. 17 and free! Ricky Woods

HaRley softail Custom

My daughter Beth. Not her first bike but her first pillion ride, out  
with me and my wife in Bibury, Oxfordshire. David Church

Me and my FZR in ’92 in white Nikes, stonewash jeans and Falappa 
lid. It got me in lots of trouble but I’m still hooked. Paul James

yamaHa fZR400

My kids on their first bikes, an XT125 and TS125. They get home  

from school and go straight out riding. Neil King

Xt125 and ts125

I had just passed my test at 17. That bike was a BSA B31 

and I’m still riding at 78, these days on a ZX-6R. Alva Skitt

Bsa B31

My first bike was this Puch Maxi S from 
my older brother in 1983. I’m still riding 
31 bikes later. Brian Banham

PuCH maXi s

My wife’s mum and brother with her dad’s Ariel. Nick Bewley-Tippler

aRiel Red HunteR

first 
Bike

you never  
forget your

A blast down memory lane
Send your first bike pics to:  

yourpics@motorcyclenews.com

My mother-in-law Rosemary Musgrove (now 87) on her Square Four in the early 
1960s. It must have been rare for women to have their own bikes. Mark Heath

aRiel squaRe fouR
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free ticketS
If your picture is published in 
First Bike (up until the May 8 

issue)  you will receive a FREE 
ticket to the Devitt MCN Festival 

of Motorcycling, May 18-19 at 
the Peterborough Arena  
(www.mcnfestival.com)

B
SB is great. You’ve got 
different nationalities, 
different bikes and the 
rules work because 
everyone is so 

competitive. The balance is good. 
It’s got great characters and 
great tracks and there’s plenty of 
new blood to spice things up.

On paper Scott Redding should 
do what Alvaro Bautista has 
done in World Superbikes, but 
somehow I can’t see him doing 
that. The way the rules in BSB 
keep a level playing field make 
it very difficult for someone to 
waltz off into an unassailable 

lead and even if they do, there is 
the Showdown. Love it or hate it 
that’s why the Showdown format 
works, it gives a clean slate with 
three rounds to go.

Having had some tough years 
might have done Redding some 
favours. When he’s stood on the 
top step of the podium it’s going 
to feel sweet. I would imagine it’ll 
feel sweeter winning a BSB race 
than finishing sixth in MotoGP.

Brookes is another one to 
watch, I worked with him last 
year and he knows what he wants 
and when he is happy he is fast. 

The Yamaha is looking good 
and the penny has dropped with 
Mackenzie. When he came to 

BSB he was a bit like an empty 
tracksuit hanging off the back of 
the R1. He looked a bit loose but 
now all the planets are lining up. 

I wouldn’t say O’Halloran has 
been bashing his head against 
the wall, but he’d gone a bit stale 
and needed another direction 
which he’s now got with the 
Yamaha and he has been fast in 
testing. And if you talk to Glenn 
Irwin, he’s already champion. 
He’s got that much self belief. 

It’s certainly the makings of 
a great year. I really don’t know 
who my money is on!  
l free 12-page BsB pullout 
inside. see centre pages

‘Those Tough 
years mighT 
have done 
scoTT favours’

Ask Mcguinness
Are Ducati 
playing by 
the rules  
in WSB?
stEVE rawkins

send your questions to 
AskMcPint@motorcyclenews.

com. Don’t expect a serious answer.
neXt Week Rossi: why you can’t keep an old goat down @

Winning in BSB has got to be better than 
struggling at the back of the GP pack

Who’ll win the 2019 BSB title? McGuinness reckons it’s wide open

‘BSB’s going to be 
a cracking fight’

Redding may not 
be able to ‘do a 
Bautista’ in BSB

It’s not Ducati’s fault that they’ve 
made a motorbike that revs to 
16,000rpm and has got wings and 
all the shanazzle – you can go and 
buy one from a shop if you want one – 
they’ve just been clever.
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‘Is insurer 
trying to 

trick me?’
I was riding through London  
in midday traffic and was 
indicating to turn left at a 
junction. The traffic lights were 
green and so gave me 
right-of-way. Some pedestrians 
ignored the traffic lights and 
went to cross the road in front 
of me, forcing me to slam on 
the brakes. The car driving 
behind then crashed into me, 
causing a lot of damage both to 
my bike and to me! I suffered 
whiplash and sprained wrists. 
The car driver’s insurer has just 
called and admitted 
responsibility but what is 
strange is that they offered me 
a lawyer for my personal injury 
claim. I think this is a bit 
suspicious and would rather 
choose my own – can you help? 
I am worried they are trying to 
trick me into accepting a lower 
compensation figure than I am 
actually entitled to.
archie norman, email

I don’t see how a firm of 
lawyers appointed by 
the other driver’s 

insurance company can 
possibly represent you in your 
claim. There is a clear conflict 
between your interests and 
theirs. Your solicitor should be 
acting in your best interests 
and whatever they say I simply 
do not accept that a company 
paid by your opponent’s insurer 
can do so. They would be under 
pressure from the insurance 
company funding them to 
settle the claim for as little as 
possible. I strongly suggest you 
get yourself a lawyer who will 
act in your best interests to 
maximise your claim and get 
you the compensation at the 
correct level.  

Andrew Campbell
Solicitor and author of the MCN Law  

column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk 

or call 01446 794169

Your tricky legal  
questions answered

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

Q

A

‘I don’t see how 
this firm can 
represent you’


