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That essential bike fitness isn’t 
there but the determination is
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I was 16 in the sports moped era but nothing compares to riding a  
Suzuki GT250 the day after you sell your last moped. Michael King

This was my first real bike: a Honda CD175, bought by hard work –  
it was my pride and joy then back in 1973. Kev Taylor

Me on my dad’s ‘Flea’, circa 1960. I was definitely hooked then  
and am still riding today. Greg Rawlins

I part ex’d a Peugeot 205 GTI for this bike in 1996!  
I reckon that’s a pretty fair deal. Leon McDonald

These were our first proper size machines in around 1981.  
Adam Mapstone & Trevor Davies

This is my dad Tom Lympany back in the 1960s on  
his 197 Francis Barnet. Gary Lympany

Well it was my first bike! Sixty years later I am riding an  
Aprilia Tuono and it’s a fair bit quicker. Colin Barber

FIRST 
BIKE

YOU NEVER  
FORGET YOUR

A blast down memory lane
Send your first bike pics to:  

yourpics@motorcyclenews.comMy first motorcycle (with Rickman fairing) in Bournemouth in 
1982 when I was 19. I now ride a BMW R1200RT. Alan Marcus

MALAGUTI OLYMPIQUE HONDA CD175 HONDA CBR600 FM 

KAWASAKI  Z900 & Z650

FRANCIS BARNET 
TOY BIKE

HONDA SUPERDREAM

ROYAL ENFIELD FLYING FLEA

‘Marquez showed 
us that he is human’

McPINT
TT Legend John McGuinness MBE in MCN every week

I 
think this weekend opened 
Marquez up a little bit and 
proved that he is actually 
human. We all thought he 
was going to be straight on 

the pace, but he’d been away for 
265 days and that’s just too long.  

Don’t get me wrong it was an 
epic performance, but he’s not 
super-human and it’s going to 
take time to get back to where he 
was. In some ways he was like his 
old self, backing it in and saving 
crashes. He’s just lacking fitness 
and he fatigued.

But there’s no doubt that the 
magic is still there, the passion 
is still there and the grit is still 

there, but in the end it wasn’t 
quite the fairy tale return.

MotoGP has changed while he’s 
been away. He’s going to run at 
the front again, but the difference 
now is that everyone is on the 
absolute limit. 

That said, he was first Honda 
home and he’s only riding with 
one arm! Honda are going to be 
scratching their heads over the 
fact that their other three riders 
are not at the front, instead 
they’re over the bars and on their 
arses every five minutes. They 
are looking average and crashing, 
which isn’t a good combination.

It’s nice to see Quartararo up 
front and bizarre that Viñales was 
running around in last. He’s got 

A podium would’ve 
been a tall order, 
but it will come

Yes his return was epic but it will take a while to get up to speed

‘Am I going to 
face a court?’

I have been summonsed for 
driving without due care and 
attention. I was on a 30mph road 
overtaking a line of stationary 
cars waiting for a red light when 
a car a few back from the lights 
suddenly swung out in front of me 
and I collided with the front wing. 
I have a witness who said I was 
not speeding. The car driver has 
admitted liability in the insurance 
claim. What can I do as my claim 
solicitor says he can’t help? 
Helena P, email

Driving without due care 
and attention, otherwise 
known as careless driving, 

is when the standard of driving 
is deemed to fall below the level 
expected of a reasonably prudent 
driver. This is as opposed to 
driving that falls well below the 
standard expected, which is the 
offence of dangerous driving. 

You don’t say what speed 
you were doing and that may 
be relevant but the starting 
point is that filtering is legal 

and is, in itself, not evidence of 
careless driving. You use the 
word overtaking rather than 
filtering. The distinction between 
filtering and overtaking lies in the 
comparative speeds of the bike 
versus the queue of traffic. You 
say you were not speeding but this 
could mean you were passing the 
cars at 30mph which many judges 
would find to be excessive when 
the rest of the traffic is stationary. 
I suggest you speak to a criminal 
lawyer in your area for advice on 
what to do – it will depend on the 
precise circumstances. 

Andrew Campbell
Solicitor and author of the MCN Law  

column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk 

or call 01446 794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

Your tricky legal  
questions answered

Q

A

‘I suggest that 
you speak to a 
criminal lawyer’

everything he needs, but he’s still 
inconsistent. Bagnaia was a class 
act and you have to doff your hat 
to Rins – he means business. 

It wasn’t the best race I’ve 
ever seen but it was intriguing. 
KTM and Aprilia much closer 
and Miller going down the road. 
It won’t be long until Ducati will 
want answers from Miller and 
then the relationship goes toxic. 
A lot of things at Ducati have gone 
toxic over the years Cal, Rossi, 
Dovi. They are bad losers. In their 
minds they’re putting everything 
into it, but they’re not winning.

‘He was first 
Honda home…  
with one arm’

ASK McGUINNESS

LAW

Send your questions to 
AskMcPint@motorcyclenews.

com. Don’t expect a serious answer.

@

What did you think of 
Rossi at Portimao?
Nick Hansford
I thought he looked 
stronger and he 
ended up going up 
the road so he must 
be trying! On the 
other side of the garage Morbidelli is 
having a moan about the spec of his 
bike and I can’t blame him.


