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Aprilia had the right idea for pillions

Time to act on Le Mans
The debate on Le Mans shouldn’t be 
targeting the weather or tyres. I am 
amazed the safety commission has 
not requested that changes be made 
– over 100 crashes in all classes is 
unacceptable. Does someone have 
to be seriously injured before action 
is taken? Turn 3 needs more camber, 
Garage needs to be reprofiled and 
the whole track needs resurfacing!
Rory Mcallister, ex-club racer

Boot out the trolls
There is an easy solution to the 
‘trolling’ problem that has affected 
racers such as Maverick Viñales. 
Each and every device that connects 
to the internet has a MAC (Machine 
Access Code) address which is 
hardwired and, unlike the more 
familiar IP address, can’t be 
changed easily. This identifies the 
device, so to identify the user the 
social media companies could be 
compelled to gain proof of name 
and address before granting access. 
If someone is found to have said 
something they shouldn’t, then 
action could be taken.
Paul Wilkinson, North Lincs
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Are you happy going 
back to big events?

NO 
Covid hasn’t gone 

away quite yet

16% 

YES Especially since  
most are in the open air

84%

Century 
for racing’s 
greatest
Jonathan Rea has achieved 
100 WSB wins and thoroughly 
deserves every single one of 
them! What can you say about 
what Jonathan has achieved 
with Kawasaki? Maybe having 
to transform his riding to get 
the best from the Honda during 
his Ten Kate years sharpened 
Jonathan’s skills, but maybe 
those wins are purely because 
Jonathan is the best WSB rider 
there ever was and even ever 
will be! Who knows what he 
could have done if he had gone 
to MotoGP? One thing is for 
certain in my opinion, and that is 
that Marc Marquez wouldn’t be 
quite what he is today!
TDS, Carlisle

Something to hold on to
Having a wife who loves to ride 
pillion and has no desire to get her 
own bike, my buying decision 
usually focuses on the pillion 
provision and whether or not you 
can fit some form of grab handle if 
there isn’t one already. Plenty of 
new super-nakeds have a decent 
seat but offer no handle option. So 
can I draw manufacturers’ attention 
to the brilliantly simple pillion pad 
Aprilia had on the old Tuono? A pad 
with wings! It fitted my RSV too and 

was a simple key twist to select 
between faired tail hump and 
pillion heaven. It only takes a piece 
of plastic attached to the seat to 
transform the experience for 
two-up riding.
Richard Oldfield, email

Making a blow for value
I can’t believe people are spending 
so much money on fancy bike 
dryers. I bought a wet and dry 
vacuum cleaner from Aldi for £29, 
put it on blow and it works a treat. I 
tried it on my electric push bike and 
was so impressed I did my Kawasaki 
ER6f with it too and was well 
pleased with the result.
Estelle May, email 

Keeping the Monster magic
After reading the excellent road test 
of the new Ducati Monster, it would 
be one step further towards a more 
appealing look if it had a red 
anodised frame as a nod to the 
purists, me included, to replicate 
the tubular frame of old. At the 
same time, a remote for the rear 
suspension preload adjustment 
would be a nice addition for the 

times when you have a pillion 
passenger. Lastly, I agree with the 
comments of tester Mike Armitage 
regarding the unnecessary Launch 
Control, he is right that heated grips 
would be more welcome in the 
varying climate in this country. 
Overall, this appears to be a nicely 
thought-out evolution.
Paul Ashton, email

Anyone got a spare bike?
On my wife’s suggestion I sold my 
Honda Super Magna prior to 
shoulder surgery as it was a heavy 
old lump, with her saying “you can 
get something lighter once you’ve 
recovered.” Roll on a year, I’m still 
bike-less with the boss now saying 
“no you can’t have a bike unless it’s 
a free one!” Any offers?
Steven Goodman, email

Tale of two Tridents
It was interesting to read the (lack 
of) similarities between the new 
Trident and Meriden version from 
the 70s. Maybe if the first Hinckley 
Trident 750 (from 1991) had been 
chosen instead it would have been 
easier to draw some parallels. I 
think it’s great that Triumph have 
chosen to broaden their model 
range by introducing this new 
model, I hope it draws more 
attention in the showroom than 
their entry-level model from the 
early 90s. The 750 triples and 1000 
fours always seemed to be 
overshadowed by their 900/1200cc 
siblings 30 years ago. I saw a brand 
new Trident in the flesh at the Long 
Itch Diner recently, the quality was 
very impressive considering the 
affordable price tag.
Matt Little, email

‘It’s left me 
scared to ride’

Eighteen months ago I was 
involved in a collision with a 
car that pulled across my path, 
causing me some fractures and 
psychological problems. I was 
diagnosed with post-traumatic 
stress disorder but the symptoms 
are fortunately now only minor. 
My injuries have healed but I had 
to buy a car as I am too nervous to 
get back on a bike. This is costing 
me a lot more to run and as I am 
only 42 this is going to be a large 
amount of money over my lifetime 
– can I include this cost in my 
compensation claim?
James, Leicester

Potentially, yes you can 
claim this from the other 
side. Your solicitor should 

send you to a clinical psychologist 
who will be able to determine 
whether or not you are suffering 
from a “phobic anxiety disorder” 
relating to the fear of returning 
to motorcycling. The expert 
will also be able to provide an 
opinion as to whether Cognitive 

Behavioural Therapy (CBT) would 
be of assistance in curing the fear. 
If CBT is recommended then to 
comply with your duty to mitigate 
your loss (keep to a reasonable 
minimum) you should try the 
suggested treatment. 

If the expert feels therapy 
will not help, or you try it and it 
does not work, then you should 
claim for the increased costs 
of having to run a car rather 
than a motorcycle as your main 
transport. Considering your age 
this could amount to a significant 
sum of money.

Andrew Campbell
Solicitor and author of the MCN Law  

column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk 

or call 01446 794169
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Your tricky legal  
questions answered
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‘An expert might 
suggest that 
therapy will help’
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