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Got a problem? MCN’s team of specialists has the answers
ALARMS

Pete Mouncer
Vehicle alarm expert. 
Has been operating as 
the Bike Alarm Man 
since 2006

GENERAL 

Griff Woolley
Boss of specialist 
dealer Aprilia 
Performance in 
Tamworth

Scott Bullett
Workshop manager 
and a Honda-approved 
diagnostic technician 
at Doble Motorcycles

HONDA

JOHN POUND, YEOVIL

Should I be worried about 
my bike’s oily airbox?

I’ve got the cash for a 
sportsbike, what’s the best 
one out there?
Harry Daniels, email

I decided to check the condition 
of the air filter on my 2012 Suzuki 
GSX-R750. It is a bit oily so I’ve 
ordered a new K&N filter to replace 
a standard one fitted last year 
as it’s done about 11,000 miles. I 
noticed some oil deposits in the 
crankcase breather filter and a little 
has collected at the bottom of the 
crankcase breather housing. Is this 
normal? The engine uses a couple of 
hundred millilitres of oil every 2000-
3000 miles and has done 22,000 
miles. It performs well and does not 
smoke or make any horrible noises. 
Am I worrying about nothing?

A Provided it’s not absolutely 
soaked in oil, I wouldn’t worry 
about it. Slight blow-by from the 

crankcase breather into the airbox is 
acceptable – sometimes caused by 
revving the engine when it’s still cold. 
The K&N filter will be oily when you get 
it. They come pre-oiled and should be 
maintained I’d say annually, by cleaning 
and re-oiling. The oil traps fine 
particles that would otherwise pass 
through the filter and into the engine.

If you were getting enough engine 
oil in the airbox to coat the bottom of it 
that might indicate that the crankcase 
is becoming pressurised from blow-by 
from worn pistons and piston rings 
pressurising the crankcases, but it 
sounds like the oil blow-back into the 
airbox is normal. But there’s something 
you should consider – if you are putting 
a K&N in it, and have a pipe too, are 
you going to get the ECU remapped? 
It won’t be able to adjust itself to 
compensate for the different fuelling 
for a pipe and air filter.
Steve Scully, GT Motorcycles

How much oil 
should my Blade 
be glugging?

Some oil use is normal but bikes that do 
more miles often drink less lubricant

Whatever you  
ride, it’s worth 
hooking up to a 
trickle charger

Q My 15,000-mile 2009 
Fireblade uses a lot of engine 
oil, about 600cc per 1000 

miles. I would have thought it was run 
in properly by now and doing better, 
but according to Honda’s technical 
department less than one litre per 
1000 miles is within limits.
John Kitson, email

A Those bikes are susceptible to 
some oil consumption, which is 
often made worse by carbon 

build-up on the rings and piston 
crowns. I’ve had to remove 3.5mm of 
carbon from some piston crowns 
before the oil consumption stabilised. 
One bike I worked on has got 35,500 
miles on it now and oil use has 
settled to a steady 160cc between 
4000-mile oil and filter changes. The 
owner isn’t afraid to use the rev 
range, up to 10,000rpm most days, 
and that’s helped too. I’m not sure I 
agree with him, but he reckons a 
Blade isn’t run-in until it gets to 
20,000 – and he’s owned five Blades!
Scott Bullett, Doble Motorcycles

Andrew 
Campbell
Solicitor and author 
of the MCN Law 
column for the last 
six years

Your legal questions

Q I’ve just binned my bike on a 
country lane after I hit 
liquid on the road. As I only 

have third party insurance I’m not 
covered. Is there any way that I 
can claim from the council or the 
local farmers?
DC, Shropshire

A If the fluid was deposited 
due to the negligence of an 
unidentified road user then 

you will be able to bring a claim 
against the Motor Insurers 
Bureau, who are responsible for 
compensating the victims of  
road traffic accident caused by 
the negligence of an untraced  
road user. 

However, the MIB will only 
pay compensation for property 
damage if the accident caused an 
injury which required four nights 
or more hospitalisation in the first 
30 days following the accident. If 

Andrew Campbell, Bikelawyer.  
Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 

email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk
or call 01446-794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

there was no personal injury then 
you cannot pursue the bureau and 
there will be no claim.

If you have reason to believe 
that the spill was caused by a 
specific road user e.g. a farmer 
tracking wet mud onto the road, 
you will be able to bring a claim 
against that person for property 
damage, personal injury or both. 

If the fluid was not caused by 
another road user you may be 
able to pursue a claim against 
your local highway authority or 
council but this will depend upon 
the nature of the spill and what, 
if any, notice they had of the 
existence of the problem.

The most important step now 
is to gather as much evidence as 
possible about the accident so 
that if you speak to a specialist 
solicitor they will be able to advise 
you in more detail.

‘The most 
important step  
now is to gather as 
much evidence  
as possible’

SPILL MADE ME 
CRASH. CAN I 
MAKE A CLAIM?

ASK YOUR QUESTION Email: advice@motorcyclenews.com Web: www.motorcyclenews.com/expert and simply post your query on our Ask The Expert forums

I have left cramped sportsbikes 
behind to see more of the world (well, 
Europe) on a 2011 R1200GS and I 
need some panniers, but I’m not sure 
what to go for?

As well as looking the 
part on an adventure 
bike, good-quality 
metal panniers are 
secure and hard-
wearing. There’s a 
temptation to go for 

the biggest 45-litre options on offer to 
cover all the bases, but if your day-to-
day riding is in heavy traffic, slimmer 
panniers of 31 or 38-litre capacity, that 
don’t extend beyond the width of the 
bars, make filtering much easier.

If you are going to use your panniers 
like suitcases, carrying them off the 
bike with you, then a quick-release 
system is invaluable. In a recent test 
by MCN’s sister magazine, RiDE, the 
Touratech Zega Pro 2s were found to 
have the best quick-release system 
– it can be operated one-handed and 
without removing the lid, which isn’t 
the case with many rivals. More secure 
manual systems like the Touratech 
Mundos, Metal Mule Utes, Stahlkoffer 
and Bumots will keep your kit safe in 
some dusty African town, but to remove 
them you have to delve in among your 
belongings to undo clamps holding the 

panniers to their fixing frame. 
If you are going to take them off the 

bike regularly you need a quick-release 
system and carrying handles. A clean 
interior and rounded corners make for 
easier loading, as does a lid that you 
can lift clear instead of a hinged one. 
If you go for hinged lid, one that opens 
along the long-edge of the pannier is 
preferable to a tall thin option. 

Finish varies across the ranges, too. 
Some panniers are welded together 
while others are riveted and sealed. 
Welding is stronger, but more 
expensive. Plain aluminium looks 
utilitarian but it marks up easily while 
anodised finishes and powder-coated 
luggage are much more hard-wearing 
and less likely to mark your kit.

Bear in mind, 
that as well as 
a weight limit 
of 10-12.5kg 
per pannier, 
luggage like 
this comes with 
an advisory 
speed limit. Givi 
recommend 
75mph and 
10kg, Krauser 
and Hepco & Becker say 
80mph and 10kg, while Trax and SW 
Motech suggest 80mph and 12.5kg.
Chris Dabbs, MCN

GEORGE SAVAGE, WINCHESTER

I’m off on a Euro adventure. 
Now all I need is luggageQ

CHOOSE  
BEFORE  

YOU LOSE
MY PPI  

PAYMENT  
HAS COME IN

Q My Triumph Rocket 3 is fitted 
with an alarm and I was 
wondering whether I should put 

a trickle charger on after every ride, 
even though it’s only left for 12 hours. 
Jonathan Owen, Rye

A Although your Rocket’s battery 
will hold its charge for weeks 
without any problem, the 

advantage of keeping it hooked up to 
the Optimate is that it keeps the 
voltage slightly elevated at 12.6 volts. If 
the voltage drops to 12.4 or lower then 
sulphation, where lead sulphate starts 
to build up on the plates, can occur and 
this will reduce the battery’s amp 
capacity over time.
Pete Mouncer, the Bike Alarm Man

I want my Rocket to 
keep all of its zoom

Q My 2006 GSX-R1000 has 
developed a misfire from 
6000rpm since I lifted the fuel 

tank to change the plugs. I’ve obviously 
knocked something. Where do I start?
Will Moodie, London

A Suzuki GSX-Rs are like Aprilia 
V4s and use a dual-injector with 
a ‘shower rail’ of injectors in the 

airbox. The fuel system uses dry-break 
couplings, which are hose connections 
that seal off the hose, and whatever it 
is connected to, automatically to stop 
fuel leaks. There is a dry break coupling 
under the tank that it is easy to disrupt, 
which would give you the symptoms 
you’re describing. 
Griff Woolley, Aprilia Performance

I’ve done something 
bad to my GSX-R

SUZUKI

Steve Scully
Service manager 
at GT Motorcycles, 
Plymouth, 30 years of 
Suzuki experience

The really techy option
BMW HP4 CARBON £14,850 - £17,994
The HP4’s electronic DDC suspension system 

adjusts the damping as you ride to give the perfect 
suspension setting at all times.

193bhp I 199kg I 17.5l I 820mm seat

The priciest option
DUCATI 1199 PANIGALE S £13,995-£20,385

It has a fearsome power-to-weight ratio but is 
remarkably easy to ride. If the 1199 is too much for 

you, the 899 is just as entertaining.
195bhp I 188kh I 17l I 825mm seat

The petite option
APRILIA RSV-4R ABS £8994-£13,999
It has more grip and poise than you know what 

to do with, it goes like stink and its barely legal 
exhaust sounds like the devil clearing his throat. 

180bhp I 203kg I 17l I 810mm seat

A little oil in the airbox 
is normal. If the air  
filter is soaked you 

have a problem

RUGGED LUGGAGE OPTIONS

Metal Mule Max,  
31l/38l/45l,  £1212

Krauser Alubox,  
35l/40l/45l,  £783

Touratech Mundo, 
31l/38l/45l,  £851

Givi Outback Trekker, 
37l/48l,  £793


