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Life on Bikes

Ask McGuinness
Do you 
have any 
rituals 
or lucky 
charms?
Chris Webb
Yes, I do. Before I set off for a race I 
drop a penny down my leathers that 
one of the kids found. And I always 
wear ‘Daddy’ socks! It might sound odd 
but it works for me.

Send your questions to 
AskMcPint@motorcyclenews.

com. Don’t expect a serious answer.
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Can you get 
pulled for a 

warning flash?

After I saw a police motorcycle 
parked up by the road I flashed 
some other bikers as I rode 
away. I don’t think they were 
speeding but I was then 
followed by another police 
rider. He stopped me and gave 
me a fixed penalty saying I 
had broken the law. I have 
searched the Highway Code 
but cannot find anything about 
using headlights to warn other 
drivers. Can you confirm if he 
was right to fine me?
FazerGuy, email

There is an offence of 
warning others about a 
speed trap. 

1. Warning the driver of a motor 
vehicle who is driving in excess 
of the speed limit that there 
is a speed trap amounts to 
obstructing a constable in the 
execution of his duty contrary 
to s.89(2) of the Police Act 
1996: based on the case of 
Bastable –v- Little from 1907.

2. Betts v Stevens from 1910 
– this confirmed that there 
must be some act of warning 
and there must be evidence 
that the driver was breaking 
the law.

The policeman probably had 
in mind the case of Bastable 
when he gave you the fine, 
but he may not have acted in 
accordance with the law as 
you have not mentioned that 
there was actually a mobile 
speed camera. If you have not 
yet paid the fine I would seek 
clarification from the police 
that they have complied with 
the law. If they realise that they 
have not done so, they may 
cancel the ticket. 

Andrew Campbell
Solicitor and author of the MCN Law  

column for the last ten years

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or 
email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk 

or call 01446 794169

Your tricky legal  
questions answered

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors
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‘You need to check 
they’ve complied 
with the law’

@
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t’s hard to put into words 
what Marquez is doing 
in MotoGP right now – he 
is super, super human. 
To have a crash as big as 

he did in FP1, crash again in 
qualifying and still bounce back 
is something else. It seems like 
if he gets a kick in the shins, 
it somehow just makes him 
stronger. Whenever I’ve crashed 
and hurt myself, it always takes 
me a while to get up, but it takes 
Marquez about 0.3s to be back 
where he needs to be. It’s like 
he thrives on it. He thrives on 
pushing things over the edge and 
as a result the limits he’s finding 

are beyond anyone else’s reach. 
Then he just comes back half a 
degree and it’s enough to win. 

The question is, how is anyone 
going to beat him, because if you 
look around, most of his rivals 
are beaten before they start. 
When I was at Goodwood I was 
chatting to Dani Pedrosa and I 
asked him about Marquez, he 
just said he’s on a different level. 

I think the Brits like to put the 
boot into someone that is doing 
so well all the time, but Marquez 
is such a likeable, happy 
character even if he doesn’t have 
the same following as Rossi.

He’s making it look easy, but 

I don’t really think any of us 
understand how much work and 
effort he is putting into it.

You can see he’s enjoying it, 
he’s in a happy place with his 
team and the little PR gigs he 
does, whereas if you look at 
Viñales – he looks like he should 
be on suicide watch. It looks like 
a job to him and one where he 
knows he’s got no chance. 

Right now Marquez is making 
it look simple, he’s arguably on 
the best bike and he is absolutely 
the best rider. He’s just 26 
years old and has eight world 
championships to his name. 
Where’s it all going to end?

‘the limitshe’s 
finding are  
beyond anyone 
else’s reach’

Friday’s highside put Marquez in hospital 
but that didn’t seem to hold him back 

Mega smash on Friday, title on Sunday. Marquez is a phenomenon

‘He bounces back 
and thrives on it…’

Very clever but 
you’ll never pot 
that black…

McPINT
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Honda CBX550
I passed my test at 17 and bought this brand new Honda CBX550.  
It’s still the only brand new vehicle I’ve owned. Paul Roberts

Honda Z50R
Martha Alice testing out what used to be her dad’s first bike. 
You have to start them young! Christine Whitehouse

This is me on the first Honda 400/4 in Fort William, Scotland, 
on the way to my first Claymore rally. Mick Gwynne

Honda 400/4 supeR spoRt

Here I am with my trusty Yamaha back in the day. Paul Garnett
YamaHa R6

My brother Chris Guy onboard his Yamaha TY80. Michael GuyYamaHa tY80

My partner picking up his first bike. Why start small? It’s straight  
to the big boy toys with a Yamaha FJR1300. Jacqui Corrin

YamaHa FJR1300

Not my first bike but one of my most memorable. A looker but memorable 
for the wrong reasons: oil leaks and breakdowns! John Williams

firsT 
Bike

you never  
forGeT your

A blast down memory lane
Send your first bike pics to:  

yourpics@motorcyclenews.com

Bill Needham with his RE 350 in Hove. He’d have been 100 this week. His great 
grandson was born this year and is already a Rossi fan! Roger Needham 

RoYal enField 350

noRton dominatoR
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