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LEGAL EXPERTMCN LAW
YOUR LEGAL QUESTIONS

Am I liable if an 
unsighted driver 
reverses into me?

I pulled up behind a 
motorhome on a 
T-junction. The driver 

then started reversing and only 
stopped when he felt the rear 
of the van ride up over the front 
of my bike. I escaped injury but 
the bike was forced onto its side 
and suffered heavy cosmetic 
damage. The driver said he didn’t 
see me. Where do I stand?
Andrew Davieson, Slough

A Either you were there to 
be seen but the driver 
didn’t check his mirrors, or 

there was a solid back to the 
vehicle and he did check his side 
mirrors but in the absence of a 
rear view mirror you weren’t 
there to be seen.

If it’s the former then a court 
must conclude that he was 
entirely at fault. If there was 
a solid back and you couldn’t 
be seen then things would be 
a bit more complicated. The 
starting position is that all road 
users have a duty to ensure 
that, before they carry out any 
manoeuvre, it’s safe to do so. As 
such he can’t simply reverse if 
he doesn’t know what’s there. 
If he is aware that he can’t see 
what is directly behind him then 
he should take steps to find out, 
even if that means getting out of 
his van to check.

The fact that he hasn’t done 
so will mean that the court will 
likely attach primary liability for 
the accident to him. That said, 
courts generally decide liability 
in road traffic accidents on the 
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Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

TOOLS YOU’LL NEED

It’s best to get one with a pouring 
spout to make disposal of the old 
easier so you can pour into the 
empty bottle your new oil came in, 
then take it to a recycling centre.

Q

basis of whether each party has 
done anything to contribute to 
the accident. When assessing 
this, the court expects each 
person to drive or ride with a 
very high degree of skill, which 
includes anticipating the actions 
of other road users which may be 
negligent. Where a vehicle has 
a solid back, the court may well 
criticise a rider who pulled up so 
closely behind it that he wouldn’t 
be there to be seen.

‘The court expects a 
degree of skill, which 
includes anticipating  
other road users’

Ideal for spinning 
off any engine cover 
bolts, and the short 
handle prevents you 
from over-tightening 
the fasteners on 
reassembly.

Gecko plates (www.wemoto.com) 
cost £41.80 and can be fitted with 
the original 
steel plates, 
basket and 
springs. 
Expect to 
pay £100 
plus for OE.

T-Bar
£12- £30

Drain tray for
engine oil £5- £15

Replacement clutch 
friction plates £25-£108

You don’t have to be a 
pro to change clutch 

plates, our expert tips 
will guide you through 

the process

With the bike on a sidestand, 
drain the engine oil and 
disconnect the clutch cable 

at the engine end. Remove the clutch 
cover bolts and ease off the cover, 
trying to stop the gasket tearing. 

Soak new plates in engine 
oil for at least 15 mins 
before fitting. While they 

soak, clean the drum (A) and basket 
(B) with contact cleaner and remove 
any remnants of a broken gasket. 

Undo the clutch bolts, which 
tighten inside springs. Using 
a T-bar (right) will give you the 

torque to undo them without causing 
damage. Measure spring length and 
check with the spec in your manual. 

Dress any ridges in the drum 
with a file. Fit the plates 
in the correct sequence – 

check your manual, but the round 
edges of the steel plates usually 
face the basket. Refit the clutch top.

With the clutch top off, remove 
the plates one by one. Check 
the thickness of friction plates 

is within your manual’s spec. Steel 
plates should be free of discolouring 
and warpage, or they need replacing. 

Refit the springs and tighten 
each bolt a little at a time. Use 
the torque specified in your 

manual. Replace the gasket, refit the 
clutch cover and reattach the cable 
before refilling the engine with oil. 

Checking your clutch plates will help you get the perfect getaway every time | Time: 30 mins
Give your clutch action some extra bite
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QUICK TIPS

Clean out your carbs for immaculate fuellingNEXT WEEK
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